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plan set forth in the memorial which I had presented
to the Emperor, he had in view the formation of a
coalition Government, in which the principal parties
would be represented, with the sole exception of such
groups as were clearly revolutionary in their aims.
Despite the attitude of the Cadets, M. Stolypine did
not give up the idea of bringing into the Cabinet
M. Milioukoff, who had come out unscathed from the
Wyborg escapade. On the day after his appointment
he set to work on his project, commencing by asking
me to retain the portfolio of Foreign Affairs in the new
Cabinet, and to continue to take part in the pourparlers
with those whom he had in view for the different
Ministerial positions.
M. Stolypine occupied at that time, in the immediate
suburbs of St. Petersburg, a country house, or datchay
situated on one of the islands of the Neva estuary.
This house belonged to the State, and served as a summer
residence for the Ministers of the Interior; it was of
quite modest appearance, but possessed a beautiful
garden. Anyone who has lived at St. Petersburg in
the summer-time, must remember the peculiar charm
of the islands in the Neva, with their many villas stand-
ing out from a background of dense foliage and reflected
in the clear surface of the river. I lived at the time in
the palace of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and every
day, late in the afternoon, I went to M. Stolypine's
datcha, to confer with him and to meet the different
political leaders who were summoned in turn. These
conferences lasted sometimes until a very kte hour
of the night, and I have a vivid recollection of my rapid
drives across the isknds in the wonderfully clear nights
of July. M. Milioukoff will remember, I am sure, how,
after a conference in which he had taken part, and